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COLL.ONS RIGISTRATICON ACT 1965

) - Refersnce No. 69/0/2
In the Watter of Gore's lMarsh, ’
. Bristol, Avon
DICISICY

This roference relates.to the question of the ownership of land known as Gore's larsh
Bristol being the land comprised in the Land Section of Register Unit No. VG.4 in

the Regiaster of Town or Village Gresns maintained by the Avon County Council of which
no person is registercd under section 4 of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the
ovmer. '

Following upon the public notice of this reference no person claized to be the freehol
ownsr of the land in question and no person claimed to have information as to its
ownexrship. . '

T held a hearing for the purpoge of inquiring into the question of the ownershir of
the land at Bristol on 19 March 1975. At the hearing the City Council of Bristol were
-repreasentad by lir. A.B. Pitt, assistant solicitor in the City Clerks Department,

e, J.A. Xnowles who was born in Sristol 65 years ago, who has lived there all hig 1if
who is now theChief Conveyancing Clerk of the City Council and who has becn employed
by them and their predecessors, the Corporation of the City and Jounty of Bristol for
ths last 16 years, in the course of his evidence produced - (i) a schem=z datod 15
Geteber 1602 mads under the Cormons Act 1899 for the regulation of Gores liarsh and
approvad by the Board of Agriculiure on 18 Dacember 1902, {ii) iks plan referred to

in the scheme, and (iii) Byelaws made under the scheme on 20 Octobar 1903. lir. Knowle
said (in.sffect) :- The land comprispgd in this Register Unit which according to the
Racister contains about 6.4 acres/ﬁﬁlch he identified with the land ghown on the said
rlan, is now being and has ever since he can remember been looked after by the City
Council and their predecessors, the Corporatiom of the City and County of 3Bristol; ke
underatood that they had done this for a very long time. The land is surrounded by th
Smyth Estate, muck of which was purchascd many years ago by the Lord layor Aldzmmen
and 3urgesses of Ddristol; he had seen the conveyance and ke was almost certain that i

included the Unit Land.

Cn thisz evidence I concilude that the City Council are in possession of the Unit Land
and that it is practically certain that %their possession will not be disturbved.
Possession in such circumstances is equivalent to ommership; I am therefors satisfied
taat the City Council is the owner of the land, and I shall accordingly direcct the
Avon County Council, as registration authority, %o register The City Council of Bristc
as the ommers of the land under seciion 8(2) of the Act of 1965.

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissicners Bcguiations 1971_to
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' oxplain that a person aggrieved by this decizion as being erronecus in nroint of law
may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is gent to bhim,
require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

ted this 7/1: _ _ day of ﬂ/?ﬂ"i - - 1975,

a. a.’ ﬂﬂ—c{b\v\' M” .
f ‘.
Commons Commissionsr




