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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 - S Reference Nos: . '~
' ' S . .CL.5  51/D/60 and 61

' CL.15 51/D/125 and 126 S
. CLa6  5up/72 -

In the Matter of Hiraethog Moors Llansannan : Lo
Part of Denbigh Moors Llansannan -
Part of Mynydd Hiraethog Llansannan

Colwyn B C

P/
These disputes relate to ae the subsisting Entrys in the Rights Section
of Register Units CL.8,CL.15 and CL.16 in the Register of Common Land
maintained by the former Denbighshire County Council and are occasioned
by the following objections.

CL.8 Objection Yo, 11 made by the Crown Zstate Commissioners noted in
the Register on 8 July 1970 _
Objection llo, 76 made by Cymdeithas Tir Pori Bro Aled noted in the
Register on 29 Sepntember 1970

CL.15 Obgjection Yo, 13 made by the Crown Zstate Commissioners noted in the
Register on 7 July 1970
Objection lo, 15 made by Cymeithas Tir Fori Bro Aled noted in the
Hemister on 29 Sentember 1970

CL.16 Objecticn o, 12 made by %he Crown Cstate Commissioners noted in the
ister on 9 July 1970 .

e7rinzs Tor the purwose of inquiring into these disputes a2t lold on
Q746 and 15 June 1977 and 2t Dendbigh on 21 and 22 Tebruary 1978,

‘ay 1976

-

nir ‘atkins lMessrs, 1 D 3 Ivans % Co appeared Sor the Commoners .ssocisztion
+r ynn Jones, ilessrs Jones and Talog Davies for the avplicants for rights
o Zaetwyn Jonesﬁﬁr rreece for the Crown Zstate Commizsioners,

it the hearing on 11 ¥

These three units CL.8 CL,16 and CL.15 are in e7fect one Joor and the Crown ‘.
“state Commissioners objections were confined to the quantum of grazing on

that common, The area of the moor is in round figures 4,420 acres., The

Zrown Tstate Commissioners submission was that the common could not su~nort
more than 1,5 meture sheep to the acre. Yhile the Commoners centention was

that the approprizte rate of stocking was 3 mature sheep to the acre. It
was 1ccepted Ty tihe Commoners that there was duplication by reason of tke

wners of flocks having registered rights for one flock over two or all three
of the units, comprising this one moor. It was accepted that the only
oracticable course was for me to decide in the first instance the number of
mzture sheep which the common is capable of sustaining and that thereafter the -
question as to how that number was to be acportioned among the applicants would
hive to ve resolved, :
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It was not disputed that the Commissioners objection was attributable to a
complaint by Mr Peckover Burrill the shooting tenant that the number of grouse on the
moor was steadily declining and his allegation that this decline was caused by over
grazing. There had been no objection by the Crown Commissioners to rights
registered on neighbouring moors on a scale in excess of 4 sheep to the
acre and the commoners' feeling was that the objections in the instant case were

an endeavour to sacrifice thegrazing rights for the benefit of the shooting rights.

I have held enquiries into other grouse moors in other parts of the Country and
have at these enquiries been assured that there is no conflict between the
farmers and the owners of the shooting rights. If a moor is prudently grazed

and well managed both the sheep and the grouse will prosper while if a moor is
over grazed and badly mareged the quality of the moor and the feed for both

sheep and grouse will decline. The farmers and the owners of shooting rights have
common interests in destroying predators and in preventing damage by the public.

In my view if the appropriate number of sheep are grazed on this moor it will at
the same time be able to support the numbers of grouse which it has previously
supported and the appropriate number of sheep.

For this reason I have come to the conclusion that the first question I have-to
decide is what is the appropriate number of sheep to graze on this moor.

The evidence given on behalf of the farmers established that their registrations
were for their total flocks, what they called maxima and that it was only for a
brief period that these maxima were grazed on the moor. The first sheep to go

on the moor are shearlings, they are followed by the ewes with their lambs,
sometime in May thereafter the sté@re lambs and the draft ewes are taken off the
moors and finally the ewes and their followers are taken off the moor to winter on
low lying land.

Mr Dawes, the chairman of the Graziers' Association gave evidence that the quality
of the sheep was better now than it was, there was better breeding, better feeding
and better management, and there was increased productivity. This, it was

urged, proved that the moor was not currently being over grazed. In my view this
satsifactory state of affairs does not prove that the moor is not being over grazed
and insofar as greater productivity results in increases in the size of the flocks
there would be no right to graze an ever increasing number. The rights to which
the farmers are entitled are those appurtenant to their respective farms and not
rights to graze unlimited numbers. Mr Peckover Burrill who has shot over the moor
for many years said in evidence that he had noticed an ever increasing number of
sheep grazing on the moor and while some farmers may have kept their flocks constant
it is more than likely that flocks have increased and more sheep are grazed than
formerly and the availability of subsidies is an inducement for farmers to increase
their grazing on the moor.

I had the advantage of viewing the moor accompanied by Mr Vaughan who gave
evidence on behalf of the Commissioners and others. I refer in particular to
Mr Vaughan because he is an undoubted expert on moors in Wales with a large fund
of highly technical knowledge and during the years he acquired a great deal

of local knowledge as the Ministry of Agriculture's Land Commissioner for the
Counties of Denbigh and Flint. Mr Vaughan pointed out to me heather which had

. been burnt prematurely and old heather which was overdue for burning and also
an area which was formerly heather where the heather had all been killed.

-2 -



There was also a quantity of nardus grass of no value ¥o either sh

The impression I formed was that the moor had deteriocated

was in large measure attributatle to miss management,
will now support less ard not more sheep than hereto
that this state of affairs is not wholly atiri
I am not satisfied that the decline in
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€ep or grouse,

out that such deterioation

I anm satisfied that the m-or

fore
tutable to over grazing.,
srouse »og pulation on the moor is: iSole

znd I am 2lz

o satisf

£ ed
urt“vrwore

%f foxes

attributable to a lack of he-ther. T was told of an increase in the 14noar
whose habitat is in Forrestry Commissicn land, improved road facilities have
resulted in increasing numbers of the cudblic resorting to *he moor.

Ia the result on the evid ence led and 25 a2 result of my in vection I am satisfied
that the ;uantlf:catlon of the rights.claimed which allowing for duzlication I
¥28 tcld was 13 782 mature siheep.is excessive ut I am ernally sztisfied that

Hr Cricktons suzgested scale of 1.5 sheep o the acre 7is 8530  mature sheep is
unduly conservaiive, orovided the necessary exrertise is trought to bear in tre
managenent of the moor, ilaking the best te T'can I anve come to the
conclusion that £k asrronriate number of nature sheen 0. Zraze on the moor is
9250,

f2ving stated this conclusion I adisurned he nearing in order “o sive the
Commoners an opueoriunits to rezch aireerent among themszelves zs Lo the arnceortionment
o7 the srazing riznt Tor 9230 sheen anorng themselves,

t the ndisurned hetring on 1S Sune 1977 the Comtoners ad not arrived ot any
aTraement,
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L. T confirm IZntry Wo. 1 in the Rights Section of Unit [0.CL.8 modified so-as to limit

the grazing right to 104 sheen.

5. I coafirm Zntrys iHos 1 and 2 on init #0.CL,16 modified as follows:

zatry o, 1 substitute for all the words in colunm %4 the words "The right to
zraze Z25 sheep over this unit and part of unit ¥o.CL.,15 but so that the total
number ol sheen zrazed at any one ime over this unit and part of init Y0.CLs5 shall
10t exceed 225 sheep'

“niry Clo.,2 3By adiing in colunm 4 the followg words

" Zut 530 thet the total nunber of sneep grazed over this unit and uait 270.0L.15
. - - ~0 .
shalil not exceed 154 sheep, -

zntrys los 45 and 66 on unit 10.CL.8 arnd Intrys

are not menmvers of Cymdeithas Tir Tori 3ro :iled
4
v

claim for rignts and I refuse to confirm thes
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of these units siaall te consim
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