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CCiiHOlS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 Reference ifos 16/1/91

16/1/92

In the ilatter of (1) the west bank of the River
Rib north of Barwick Ford and (2) the greerson
the west side of RBarwick Ford, Standon, uast
Hertfordshire District, nertfordshlre

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of lands being the
west bank of the River Rib, north of Barwick Ford and (2) the greens on the
west side of Barwick Ford, Standon, East Hertfordshire District being the
lands comrrised in the Land Section of Register Unit Hos (1) CL. 153 and (2]
CL. 154 in the Register of Comron Land maintained by the tHertfordshire County
Council of which no »erson is registered under section 4 of the Commons
Registration ict 1255 as the owner. :

Tolleowing uron the »udlic notice of tkfsereferercesno verson claimed to be-
the freenold owner of the lands in question and no verson clained to have
information as to their ownerzuip.

nto the cuestion of th

Tuly 19/4. 't the nearing Jtandon
egizirations were made, were

I neld a nearing for the —urno
owrnersnin of ' o
arl Zouncil on whose

revresented by [ W Inghas thed

~T

The JL. 133 lond 15 2 siris containing {according to the Recister map) 1.521
acres, toundet on the cast by fne 2iver 2t and on the west by the edge of the
mace up rarit of the ldoad Srom jluch ladham; this Road afier crossing the River
: i1 nd there turning zorth, runs for about 430 yards by the

> 1 cnoShie emst iz never nuch more than avout 13 yards
away, a1d 15 comeilimes muciy closer); thereafter the Roadleaves the River and
hor

t distance aivides one rouxd lexding fo Stundon on the norin, and

fola) 2% Tar S on e west, “he L. 134 lznd connrises
L pas sieces about 2T ryards and 22 rzrds long, one Jeing
2358d cporocch satlh to tiie footbridge across the River
and tie oller graszland on eifher of uhich vehicles wihich h:ve uzed the
Jord may nass wien rocceding noriiwards along the load.
or Ingham described the lands, and about 10 days after the hearing I inssected
them. r Inzghom saic they are a local beady snot where a large number of
peonle (coming t

ing by motor car) conpresate to enjoy the surroundings. Unfortunately
gorle such neoxle szoil it for others by such things as varking their cars (so as
T

to custruct the access to Jreat Torwicl: Form, onpocite the FTord), leaving litter
on the lands, throwing detergents nnd rubbish into the River, and washing or
nariing thelr cars in tre liver., ..t or near the south end of the CL. 1535 land
tiiere is a netice 'ZAST IIDTTCRISIIRE DISTRIIT CoUZIL DUJT LG COF RUEBISH
FROHIZITEDY, and another "0 CAUIOTING. 0 ZATHING, O 2ADDLING.T" ‘uch of the
lal

CL. 133 l;na is overgrowm with trees, scrub and dcttles, but at its south end
(for aktout o0 yards) and at about 130 yards from its north end (for about 50
ya"ds\ there is oven grassland by tieRiver attractive for nicnicing, and also
it seems for leaving motor Cars.
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Mr Ingham said that during the 10 years in which he had personally Xnown the
lands, they had always appeared much as now, except that the use by motoring
visitors had only become a nuisance in the last 2 or 3 years.

Mrs Pegrum from the County Archivists Department produced the Award dated

22 September 1840 apportioning the tithes in the Parish of Standon, and the
Award dated 18 May 1835 made under the Standon Inclosure Act 1830. Cn the
1840 Tithe map, the CL. 153 land, the north piece of the CL. 154 land and the
said Much Hadham-Standon Read are all shown coloured brown, with no land
between them and the River which is coloured blue, so that the CL lands aopear
‘to be part of the Road. OCn the 1835 Inclosure map, "Berwick! and the lands
nearby are shown as ancient inclosures, and the Road (on the map called Gore
Lane) and the River are showm in all now relevant respects in the same way

as the Tithe map, that is with no land between the Road and the River.

From the evidence summarised above, I conclude that from time immemorial the
CL. 153 land has been open to the Road and the River, and that although the
dividing line between where the road as used for vexicular traffic, and the
River may have varied from time to time, there always has been a strip much as
now between the Road and the River. There was no claim that the River was in
the same ownership as the lands on the east side of the RUiver; although the
River is not wide enough to be navizable {excer: vossibly by cuioes), it is
large enocugh to prevent the CL. 143 lands being used with any lond east of the
River. There are in law tresumptions about ovmershiv of the zoil of nighways
and ved of rivers being the same zs the owmershin of land abutiing them, but

I inow of no presumption applicable to striuns of land such as thai I
considering, between a road and z river., I tiink I can and snould infer from
the present aprnearance of the land, and its delineation on the 1U3% and 1040
mans that the CL. 143 land has zluays teen publicly ovned land from which the
irhabitants of the locality have zlvays =mad a riznt to go Srom ths Joad to th
Rver for lawful purposes, and as such it uas always been Sarish sroperty
srich by operation of law was formerly vested in ils chur

I am asy
£
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see Haigh v est 1093735 I9 and also Soe v iley 3 .0 IC8

mor'e recent  tines slero Lave sen woaulor of etz ol Jirliamon:

lonis Zo vested have nassed o vorisus lecol authoriiiss for wariiculir nurtoses;

fatd

the CL. 122 land hos so nassed, I conclude

in the assence of any evid t
arish Council as the successor of ize churcravardiens

that it is now vested in tre
znd overseers.

Tre CL. 154 1land is I thini in all aow e p t
land, and my conclusion atout its ownershin 3 therefore &l
k) =

Tor the above reasons I =m s
the lands, and I shall aeccr ¥
registration authority to regicter 3tanden Tarish Council as the owner of
lands under section 5(2) of the ..¢t of 1955,
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the

I am required by regulaticn 3C(1l; of the Commons Coumissioners Regzulatio 1971

to explain that a nserscn aggrieved by tihids decision as being errcieous in woint

of law may within O weelis from tie date on which notice of the decision is sent
i

f 2
to him, require e to state a case for the decision of the iiigh Court,
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Dated this 3¢lf —~ day orf Jubeg — 1976
IRRE
O. O . K)La_ﬂ-—— _"1"‘ =

-2 - Commons Cormissioner




