COITIONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 Reference No 16/0/64

In the Matter of Butts Close
(paxrt), Eitchin, North Hertfordshire
District, Herifordsnhire

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land being part

of that known as Butts Close, Hltchln, North Hertfordshire District and being
the land comprised in the Land Section of Register Unit No CL. 71 in the
Rezister of Common nand maintained by the Hertfordshire County Council of
t?icn no gerscn is registered under sectiocn 4 of the Commons Fegistration

4et 1975 as the owvner,

Following upoxz the public notice of this reference BEitchin Urban District
Courcil clained (‘, tter dated 6 Ap“il 1973 ownership of the land in question;
no other zerson clzimed to te the freehold owner or to have information as -
c0 iis owmerzhip.

for il purpose of inguiring into the question of the

land at Zerifori on 7 June 1978, At the hearing Noxit
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23 Dernuis Survereor of the Urbtan District Council,
tizme zfterwards was Acting Suwsveyor and from 1248
72 was Surveryor wo the Council, in the ccurse of his
“)i= The Uztan Zistrici Council was responsible for the

= 2 schone nade under the Commons Act 1899 and confirmed
telieved that they owned all Butis Closs, except the
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portion owned by the Hitchin Cow Commoners; he had never heard of any other
person claiming ownership of the Unit Land or disputing the Council's title

to it, Butts Close (about 10 acres aliogether) is a flat grass area (remarkably
green because of water springs under it) which is about 200 to 30C yards from
the Town Centre.

Mr D R Simpson who is a principal assistant in the County Council's Secretary's
Department and was from about 1934 employed by Hitchin Urban District Council
said that the produced copy of the 1939 conveyance (he had seen the original on
a nunber of occasions) is a irue copy.

The plan on the 1939 conveyance is on a smell scale and does not therefore clearly
mark the west boundary of the land thereby expressed to be conveyed. Even if

the land thercon edged green does not include the Unit Land, upon the evidence
outlined above, I conclude that the Urban District Council have subseguentily
acquired a possessory title to it., I am therefore on such evidence satisiied

that the District Counecil as their successors are the owners of the land, and

I shall accordingly direct *the “artioxzdshire County Council as registration
authority %o register lorth Herifordshire Zisztrict Jouncil as the owrerxs ol the
larnd under seciicn 8(2) of she ¢t of 1945 '
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