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COnONS Reference ko 22/7/4

In the latter of The Village Green, Butterwick,
Lincolnshire

DECISION

This reference relates to the gquestion of the ownership of land known as The
Village Green, Butterwick, beinz the land comprised in the Land Section of
Register Unit Mo VG 20 in the Register of Town or Villzge Greens maintained by

the former Holland County Council of which no person is registered under section 4
of the Commons Registration Act 1955 as the owmer.

Following upon the public notice of this reference the former County Council
claimed to be the freehold owner of the land in question and no other person
claimed to have information as to its ovmership.

I held a hearing for the purpose of-inquiriné into the question of the owmership
of the land at Spalding on 20 April 1978.

At the hearing the Lincolnshire County Council was represented by Mr A G Dyer, its
Senior Assistant Solicitor.

The land in question is an island site. On it there is a sign for the Five -

Bzlls Inn. In a letter dated 28 September 1973 'L the Clerk of the former County
Council i: ~ . stated that the Council wished to claim ownership of the island as
forming part of the highway, and thzt the Council had been in receipt of an annual
acimowledgenment for at least the past tweniy years in respect of the simm. It has,
howvever, proved to bes impossible to find any evidence of the acknowledgement, so
the present County Council acguiesces in the matier.

In the absence of any evidence I am not satisfied that any person is the owmex of
the land, and I shall accerdingly direct the Lincolnshire County Council, as
registration authority, to register the Butterwick Parish Council as the owner

of the land under section 8(3) of the Act of 1965,

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations

1971 to explain that a person agzrieved by this decision as bzing erroneous

in voint of law may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision
is sent to him, require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

Dated this VBTA  ay of Crb,\g 1978

N5 CONMMISSIONER



