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COMLONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 o o
Reference No. 25/U/5

In the Matter of Potters Fen,
Bast Dereham, Norfolk

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known
as Potters Fen, East Dereham, being the land comprised in the Land Section
of Register Unit No. C.L.12 in the Register of Common Land maintained by
the Norfolk County Council, of which no person is registered under section 4
of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

Following upon the public notice of thiz reference the Charity
Commissioners for England and Wales claimed fto have information as to the
ovmership of the land.

I held a hearing for the purpose of inguiring into the quesiion of
the ownership of the land at Forwich on 24tk Fehbruary 1972.

At the hearirg the Charity Commissioners were represented by ilr.Xeith,
who produced a printed copy of a report of the Commissioners for enquiring
concerning charities, 1818 to 1837, which by virtue of 2.36(2)(a) of the
Charities Act 1660 is admissible as evidence of the documents and facts
stated in it. From this report it appears that 10a.Cr.15p. of land, being
such part of Toftwood Common as cortprised Potters fen, was allotted as a
fuel allotment by the Inclosure Award dated 16th ilareh 1815 made under the
East Dereham Inclosure Act passed in 1812 (52 Geo.III,c.xxxv) and vested
by the Inclosure Cormmissioners in the lord of the manor of Ezst Derehan of
the Queen, the lord of the manor of 0ld Hall and Syrricks in Zast Derehan
with Yaxham, and the vicar, churchwardens and overseers of the poor of the
parish of East Dereham as trustees for certain poor inhabitants of East Derehan.

Iir.Xeith also produced a document purporting to be a copy certified
by an officer of the Charity Commissioners of a vesting order of the
Commissioners sealed on 3rd lMay 1966, which is receivable in evidence
by virtue of s.36(3) of the Act of 1960. 3y this order the Charity _
Cormissioners vested in the 0fficial Custodian for Charities the land knowm
as Potters Fen containing 10.02 acres or thereabouts being the land
nuchered 926 on the Ordnance Survey map (1923) edition and being part of
Toftwood Common. This is the land the subject of the present refexence.

For these reasons I am satisfied that the Cfficial Custodian for
Charities ic the owmer of the land, and I shall accordirgly direct the
INorfolk County Council, as registration authority, to register him as the
owner of the land.

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Cormissioners
Regulations 1971 to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as
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being erroneous in point of law may, within 6 weeks from the date on
which notice of the decision is sent to him, require me to state a case
for the decision of the High Court.

Dated this 3vel day of March 1972

Chief Comnmons Cormissioner



