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In the Matter of the War Memorial.
Green, South Creake Docking R.D.,
Norfollk

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as
the War Memorial Green, South Creake, Docliing Rural District being the land comprised
in the Land Section of Rezister Unit No.CL.179 in the Register of Common Land
maintained by the Norfolk County Council of which no person is registered under
section 4 of the Commons Registration ict 1965 as the ovmer.

Tollowing upon the public notice of this reference Zouth Creziie Pzrish
Council claimed to be the frechol® ovmer of the lond in question and no other person
claimed to have informztion as to its ownership.

I held a hezring for the purpose of incuiring into the juestion of the
ovmership of the land at ilorwich on 12 Junc 1973. The hearing uwas attended by
South Creake Parish Council who were represented by iir. !I. T. cands their cleri.
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Uip, Jands who is nesrly $o years oli, was born in DJockiag, moved to Urea.de

.

when he .as 3 vears ol:i, has lived in the Yillage ever since, been 2 mexber of the
Earish Council since 1946 and cleri: since 1555 gsave ev1aence. ~fter the hezring
I inspected the lanq} ir. cands having agreed thot I night do 3o unattenced.

The lond is trismsul.r hoving on its sust side (zbout 22 yords) the road
{3.1355) from Takenham to Zus “ﬂn_“, on its west side (zbout 25 oriz) - side rond
to .yderstone an on it: north =it e {zbout 15 yaoris) a short road conneciing the
other two and separiting the land Zrom the ichool, In the ?1¢cl- there iz a stone
Jar llemorizl survounded by o low __111ng about 10 feet squars. Thz rest of the
lznd is grass. On the north siie necr the Jiddle thers ig = notice pours fuouth

Croeaiie Parish Council, 50 BRI, it the south end thersz is o YIIVS UADY road
ulE‘n-

ir. Ssnds said {(in ﬂf”ect}:— Fe 13u been tihrouzn the Ferish Council
minute books for meetinzs between 1721 and 1 1046 and found 2 referenc bz ar lieworial
Committeeconprisin; resients in the Village including menbers of ithe Counecil: there
vyas now 2 small swi in 2 Fost OIfice Zaving Bazll Lccount : the Jouth

Creake liemorial Fund and this sunm is held sepa:atel" frem the Parish Council Tunds.

«

minute of a meetins held on 3 llay 1949 uns: ar Hemorizl Jrem - Ieriidng The
Cler!: reported thzt cors and lorries continued to nparii on the ‘ar lemori:zl &roen;

after discussion it was nrovosed by ir. Jands (the witness! that 2 notice board

"o Parkins? be erected. 11 in favour, ir. Jreggs very ®indly oifered to set one
of his men to prep.ro and fix the Zoord which was accepted with iz ks.'' The notice
board was placed on the Green and 2as been renewed from time &0 times bhzt which I
sow had evidently been there for some time. In the Jpring, the Ireen is a nass of
daffodils, originally plonted by ir. P. Taylor, an old resident now deceased; when
the daffodils die down, somebody in the Villa:e cuts the grass, as would be !mown

to the Parish Council: but the Village is small {the Parish uounc11 iz only 2 members;
so no formal arrangement is necessary. Nobody (other thon the Farish Council) has
claimed ownership.
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When inspecting the land I was impressed by the notice board as showing

that the Parish Council were in control of the land. I conclude from this and

the evidence of Mr, Sands summarised above that the Parish Council are in possession
and that it is practically certain that their possession will not be disturbed.
Possession in such circumstances is equivalent to ownership. For this reason I

am satisfied that the Parish Council is the owner of the land, and I shall accordingl
direct the Horfolk County Council, as registration authority, to register South
Creake Parish Council as the owner of the land under section 8(2) of the Act of

1965.

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commizsioners Regulations
1571 to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in voint
of law may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent to
him, require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

Dated this gk day of ﬂ] 1975.
Q. G @u‘f—- Pl

Commons Commissioner




