COHlONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 o '
. : Reference No 27/U/16

In the hatter of Walhottle Village Green,
Hewburn Urban District, Northumberland

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as Yalbottle
Village Green, Hewburn Urban District, being the land comprised in the Land Section
of Rerister Unit No VG.16 in the Rerister of Town or Village Greens maintained by the
Northumberland County Council of which no person is reglstered under section 4 of the
Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

Following upon the public notice of this reference Hewburn Urban District Council
claimed to be the freehold owner of 'the lond in question and no other person cla1ﬂ=d
to have information as to its ownership.

I held a hearing for the _purpose of inquiring into the fquestion of the ownership of
the land at Newcastle upon Tyne on 4 April 1973. The hearins was attended by
Mewburn Urban District Council who were renresented by lir J R Gibbings, their deputy
cleric,

ir Gibbinms in the course of his evidence produced a conveyance dated & Aucust 1970
by which the most hoble H A Duke of llorthumberlard with the concurrence of his Trurtaass
conveved to the Council land ('"the Assured Land') contoining 12.898 acres and an
arreement dated 14 Hay 1913 by which the most noble Il G Duke of Horthumberland and the
lon A I Percy (Earl Percy) asrend with the Covncil (amons other things) not to onrose
a “cheme beine made under the Commons idct 1899 in accordance with a draft which ~as

attoched, lr Gibbings said:- The land (the Unit Land") comprised in this Re~ister
Unlt contains just over one acre and is the same as that comprised in the Assured Lard
and on the plan annexed to the conveyance dalled "THE GRFFH". The other land so
comnrised (except an old quarry on the north eact) has been cleared so far #s nacessary
of old buildings and rodevelored for housing. A scheme relating to the Unit L-nd was
made under the 1899 Act as contemplated hy the 1913 agreentent: the management was
thereby vested in the Council. The Unit Land is an open piece of rrass land and a
village amenity: the Council cut the grass. There is a seat there erected by the Counecil

Un the evidence outlined above I am satisfied that the Council iS the owner of the
Unit Land, and I shall accordinmly direct the Northumberland County Council, as
recistration authority, to re~ister liewburn Urbsn District Councll as the owner of the
land under section 8(2) of the Act of 19G5.

I am required by rerulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners legulations 1971 to
explain that a person amsrieved by this decision as being erronecus in voint of law

may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent to him, renuire
me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

Nated this if lt day of f?j}ﬂLUK 1973
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Commons Commissioner




