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Co:zp RGISTRATICH ACT 1965
' Beference No. 31/U/7

In the lLatter of thuo Village Green,
lloore, North Shronzhirs Do, Salen

LECISTCY

This reference relates to the question of the owmership of land known as

the Village Green containing about 0.29 of an acre, Joore, North Shropshire
District being tke land cemprised in the Lang Section of Registar Unit Yo,

VG.3 in the Register of Town or Village Greens maintaired by the Salop

County Council of waich N0 person is registereq under section 4 of the Comrzons .

Registraticn Act 1965 as the owmer.

Following upon the publie notice of thiz referesnce nc person claimed o be the
freekeld owner of the land in guestion and ro person claimed to have informatien

as to its ownership.

I held 2 kezring for the Purpese of inguiring into vte question of tha ovmersiaip
of thz land at Sorewsbury on 19 February 1975, a4+ +na hearing Woore Parish
Council were Tepresented by Ur. J.C. Baker, taeléi;nairman.

~<r. daker, who has lived in the Papigh all ais 1life (40 years), and been a cember
of the Pariszh Council -for the 1ag+ 6 years, in the course of aisz evidence

produced the Uinute Book of the Parish Council for the period April 1916 to April
1959, Tz hgen contained entries which ir, Baker said all related to the land
(ke Unit Lana") cemprised in thig Register Unit apg which were %o the following
effect := 14 June 1923, regclved that lceal men be asked to tender for levelling
the Villaqa Green, reneoving gate and pbsta, providing and {ixing fencing, and
refixins zote and Posts. 3 July 1923, resolved i, Rowley's tender £205be
accepted. 24 July 1923, the meeting having been Summened to raceive the decds fer
completing the purchasze of the piece of land adjoining the Village Green, to
eXanine the Villagze Creen, and %o Pay for the levelling as Per agreecent, resolved
that a cheque Ye rmade payable to +he Solicitors for £i3.10s04 #n Payment -of the
purchase of +the 1and and .their costs of Preparing the deed ang that £20.10:02 %e
raid to L. Rowley for levelling the Village Green. 5 lay 1925, resolved that a
notice oard be erected on the Village Green with the words "foore Parish Council.
Childrens Recrcation Greund" inseribed. 21 Larch 1929, resolved that Xr.. John
Hampson's letter be copied in the Lipute Book and that hig clainm for gz right of way
be sanciioned; the lotter was "I am writing fo ask you if T @ay claim a right of
road out of my field through the Village Green™.

Lr. 3aker said (in effect) :- He remembered tae Unit Land before 1925 as an éyesore,
people tipped ashes on it and it was 3 general Village garbage dump. After 1925

it was (ac deseribveq ip the Uinutes) lcvelleq fenced in and seeded with grass;
village children Played there; the notice board was erected and recained there until

(ke thouzht) some time during the 1939-45 war. In old tigeg the Unit Land had been.
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usod by amusement caterers (roundabouts etc) and also for 5 Ncvember bonfiraes.
During the 1939-45 war, a building was erccted on it by the War Office (the
foundaticns are still visible). Sincs the 1939-45 war, litile haa been done

to the Unit Land, the gate has gone, the fenco is dilapidated, and it is untidy
(there is some rubbish on it). About 20 years ago, tke owner of an adjoining
farm complained to the Parish Council that the Unit Land was not properly fenced,
cattle sirayed on to it off the road, and were injured by the biis of material
and old iron which were laying about there. About 4 yeara ago the Parish Council
paié¢ for the tidying up of ore of the hedges which had then become overgrowm.

Recently, somc old rubble has been tipped on the land appareantly to form a road

across it to provide access to some buildirgs now being erected. He could not
identify "the piece of land adjoining the Village Green" purchased for £13.10s
in 1923. In answer to my question as to whether the Unit Land is locally
regarded as being Parish Property or as being in the ownership of the Parish
Council, ke surmed the matter up by saying that the Parish Council had never
becn officially ovmer but tkey had accepted responsibility for it.

After the hearing I inspected the Unit Land.

In the particular circumsiances of this case, it may anot be of much practical
consequence whether I am satisfied that the Parish Council is the ovmer and then
in accordance with subsection (2) of sccticn 8 of the Act of 1965 direct their
registration as owmer, or I am not go satisfied and (tkere was no evidence that
anybody else could be the cwnexr) im accordance with subsection (3) of section 8
direct regcistration of the Parish Council as owner. It seems to me troat ike
evidence outlined above shows that for about 15 years before the 1939-45 war,
the Parish Council were in vpossegsion of the Unit Land and were then reputed to -
be tke owner; accordingly I conclude that in 1939 they bad a good possessory
4itle. Nothing has happened since 1639 to deprive ikem of the title tkey so
acguired. - . .

For these reasons, I am satisfied that tke Parish Council is the owner of the Unit
Land, and T shall accordingly direct tke Salop County Council as registration
authoriiy 4o register Woore Parish Courcil as the owner of the land unéer section 8
(2) of the Act of 1965.

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulaticas 1971

to explain tha a person aggrieved by this decisicn as being erroneous in toint

6f law may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent
to oim, require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

Dated thig 26 & ——— | . day of Fd“"‘?’ 1975
~. a. [t FM

gl .
Commons Commissioner




