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COMMONS REGISTPATION ACT 1965 Reference Nos. 232/p/65. .. .
- T N : e TR N 232/1)/26 -
SN 7 232/D/67

| 232/p/68 '57

In the Matter of CrOJndon Fill, in part in L
Dunster and in part in Luxborough e c
Uest Somerset Dlstrlct, Bomerset.
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These dzsputes relate to the reg1stratlons at Ehtr" Yo. 1 in the Lan2 Section
and at Entry No,l in the Rights Section of Rezister Unit No. CL.224 in the
Register of Cctimon Land maintained by the Somerset County Council, and are
occasioned (D/65 an? [/67} by Cbjection No. C/337 made by the Zrown Tstate Commlsslon-
and noted in the Register on 20 July 1971, (D/83) by Objection iz. 5/388 also made

by the said Zommissioners and noted in the Register on 21 July 1271, and (n/66 and
3/69} by Objection ilo. 0/3CO made by the liinister of igriculture _nd Fisheries and
Tood and noted in the Resistsr on 4 Septamber 1972,

I held a hearing for the purpose of inguiring into the disputes at Taunton on

4 June 1975, At the hezrin- the Forestry Commissioners and the 'linistzr were

rﬂnresented by yr. v, Pallows (barrister-at-law) of H.li. Goverument Lezal Service,
and the Crown Istate Commissioner werz represented by HlSo- Je Thillips of their
Lezal idviserts ‘lepartment

The la=d (the Unit T“nd‘ comprised in this Register Unit is kzmovn as Croynden

7ill, is about 2¢ rd m}iles lorg from merth “o south, and at most places between.

1/ rﬁ and 2/3rd's of 2 mils vide, and includes much of the hizh ground between
Dunstor and Tuxkoroush. It was registered as comzon land in the Land Zection

in consejuencz o ~n auplication made by lr. John. ?Pichard Lamacraft and irs.
Dorethy Alics Lammernft of Wnowle Youse, Timberscombe, Dunster %o register a

rizht s ~roze up to IO sheep and 30 cattle and righis of turiar- and estovers over
the Tait Land and other land, The grounds stated in Lhe Oktjections were to

tho aff3¢t that the Unit Lan2 (er "~ graatar part of i:) is po® csmemon land or that
the rightz olaimed do nct awist; 0/328 relatas to 21l ==Ad 0/8C0 relatesd 4o nearly

all the Tmit Tand,

Forest of Somerset and !lorth Devon in *the course o” his evilence rroduced a lease
dated 5 larch 1922 by which ir. 1.L. Luttrell demised the sreatar part (in the

lease said to contain 72 2cres) of the Unit Iand to tha Forestry Jommlizsioners for
Q0% wearz. Hre Strawbridse sail (in effect}y Trom th2 records in his office

it arpeared that before 1922 the demised _ land . was asor land arnd thzt it

was subsequently planted “plontation was completed in 1930) with pines, firs and beech.
In his time, about 100 2eres hod been cut and replanted. !obody had ever

exercised or (2zart frez the now Disputed Registrations) ever clzimed to have rizhts
of common over the gwmised ):nd; thers was no zrazine lard at 2ll, <n behalf -

of tie Torestry Co:n1e51onnrq peraission had teen ziven to some to cut firewood,

but noone had claimed 2 rizht to do this. The Commissioners hzd provided a picnic
place and a forest trail, there were soze bridle paths (public) a=d some forest roads
(not public) !r & Mrs Lamacraft have a2 riding establisiment (he thinks started

in about. 19%6) at Inosle “ouse, where they provide riding and pony trekking for person:
cn holidav. ' '

MTe Te Ttrawbridze, who is neow and has been since 1961 head far-ster of the 3randon
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;Eiss. phillips produceda conveyance dated 24th August 1956 of the .
‘Dynster castle Estate (containing over 800 acres) to the King's Most Excellent -
Majesty in fee simple. The whole of the Unit Land is included in the Estate

.. therefore conveyed. Miss Phillip@rgxplained that the parts of the Unit Land
no: held by the Forestry Commission Awnder the 1928 lease with other lands '
"adjoining vare workéd under the direction of the Forestry Department, :of the

Crovn Tstates Commissioners. -
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In a letter dated 3 June 1975 and sent to e Clerk of the Commons Commissioners,
Dodson Harding and Couch, Solicitors of Wiveliscombe writing on behalf of *
Mr. & Mrs. Lamacraft, asked that their letter might be taken as their Client's
formal request to withdraw the application to register common rights over the
'nmit Land.

Tn the circumstances outlined above T am satisfied that the registrations
should not have been madz and for these reascns I refuse to confirm either of them,

T am reguirad by resulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971
to explain that a person ajgrieved By this decision 25 being erroneous in peint
of law may, within & weeks from the date on which notice of th: 'decision is
Sert To him, requirs me to state a case for the decision of the Tigh Court.
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natad this 29 é.‘ — day of —1G75
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