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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965
Reference No. 35/U/20
In the Matter ofLand abutting the

street Gazeley, rorest Heath D.,
Suffolk

DECISTON

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as Land
abutting the street Gazeley, forest Heath District Surfolk being the land
comprised in the Land Section of Register Unit No. CL.42 in the Register of
Common Land maintained by the former ‘Jest Suffolk County Council of which neo
person is registered under section 4 of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the
owner,

Following upon the-ublic notice of this reference the Suffolk County Council and
Gazeley Parish Council claimed tn be the freehold owner of the land in question
and no other person claimed to have information as to its ownershin.

I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the question of the ownership
of the land at Bury St. Edmunds on 22 April 1975. Mr. I.). Whittaker anpeared on
behalf oI the 3uffolk County Council and M¥r. V.C. Phiilips Clerk to the Gazeley
Parish Council anpeared on behalf of the Par:ish Councii.

Mr. Whittaker p»roduced the Znclosure iward dated 12 December 1839 whereby the land

in question was allotted as a nublic water pit to the 'Surveyors" of the Parish

and a tithe apportionment map dated 1345 which disclosed that the land was then

owned by the 3urveyor of Highways of the Parish. Mr. 'Whittaker claimed ownership

of the land for ‘he County Council on the footing that the land was allotted for
highway purposes and that the Suffolk County Council was nowthe relevant Highwa:
Authority as the successor to the Surveyors of Great Barton. MUr. Phillips did not
accept that the land was allotted rfor highway ourvoses and relied uvon the Znclosure
Award. I was referred to the Highways Act 1835 which established the office of
Surveyor to the Parish and defined his duties which were confined to duties relating
to Highways. In the light of the HYighways Act 1835 I am of the opinion that the land
was allotted for nighway purzoses and accede to the submission sut orward by

Hr. Yhittaker.

On this evidence I am satisfied that the Suffoik County Council is the owner of the
land, -and I shall accordingly direct the Suffolk County Council, as registration
authority to register itself as the owner of the land under section 8(2) of the Act

of 1965.

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971 to
explain that a nerson aggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in vpoint of law
may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent to hi=,
require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.
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Dated this 30 day of  sifoy( 1975
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Commons Commissioner



