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CO:RIONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965
' Reference No 236/u/131

In the Matter of Rickford Common,.
Worplesdon, Guildford District, Surrey

- DECISION-

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of part ("the Referred Part")
of the land which is. known as Rickford Common, Worplesdon, Guildford District and
which is the land comprised in the Land Section of Register Unit No CL 157 in the
Register of Common Land m2intained by the Surrey County Council. The Referred Part
is the part of the said land which is not registered at Hil Land Registry under Title
Yo SY164733 and of which no person is registered under section 4 of the Commons
Reglstratlon Act 1965 as the owner. -
following upon the public notice of this reference no person claimed t¢ be the

freehold owner of the land in question and no person claimed to have information as
to its ownership. '

I held & hearing for fhe‘purpose of inquiring into the question of the ownership of
the land at Guildford on 28 November 1979, At the hearing Surrey County Counc1l
were represented by (Ir B Cotter, a Principal Selicitor with the Council.

The land ("the Unit Land") in this Register Unit according to the Register contains
20.016 hectares (about 49% acres). It is an irregularly shaped piece of land bcunded
on the south-west by the Worplesdon-Brookwood road (A322) and on the south-east

oy a road from Worplesdon to Hayford. The south part, being about one third of
the whole is in Title Mo SY16.4738.

r Cotter produced-a conveyance dated 27 iarch 1957 by wnich lir F ¥ Smallpiece as
a gift conveyed to the County Council land containing 32.73 acres, teing the part
of Rickford Common delineated on the plan ammexed and therein coloured pink.

r J D Culverwell who is a chartered surveyor employed by the Ccounty Council in the
County Valuers and Estates Surveyor's Department and who has %een responsible for the
day to day administration of some of their Commons (including the Unit Land) since

-1 Januery 1976, said that the Unit Land is enjoyed by the public being much walked

" over and also ridden over with horses; of the SY164733 part the County Council are

the reg1¢tered ovners.

I had a letter dated 21 November 1979 from ilr R Herbert of Great Oaks with which

was enclosad 2 cketch map of land in front (3o the wasi) of Great Ja2ks and of

imite House (a2 house south of Great Ozks). On this map is coloured green 2 piece

of land marked as 90' long from north to south and 35' wide. Iir Herbert says

(in effect) that he and his prederesaor have maintained the green 1and "for something
around 20 years since this property was erected".

Tne plan on the 1957 conveyance chows the land thereby conveyed to te the same as the
Referred Part except it does not expressly include the strip next mentioned. On the
evidence summarised above I conclude that the County Council are ithe owmers at least
of the land so conveyed. The said strip is about 100 yards long and is the most westie
part of the Unit Land. !r Culverwell said that the sirip is roadside verge not,in
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relation to the rest of the Unit Land of importance. As it has been registered under
the 1965 Act with the rest of the Common I consider that I should treat it as being

part of the land by the 1959 conveyance intended to be conveyed, and conclude that
the County Council own this strip tco.

Mr Herbert's letter is not enough to enable me to express any opinion about the green

land on his sketch map. Maybe (as he sugeests) this land is not included in this

Register Unit; I have no jurisdiction on this reference to determine whether it is
or is not. But if it is included, it must also be included in the 1957 conveyance

- land; I cannot from his letter find that the County Council has been dispossessed

or that he as owner of Great Oaks or ﬂnrany other reason also owns it.

Upon the considerations summarlsed above, T am satisfied that County Coun011 are

the owners of all the Referred Part, and I shall accordingly pursuant to section 8(2)
of the Act of 1965 direct the Surrey County Council as registration authority to
register themselves as owmers of the part of the larnd in this register unit which is
not registered at Hil Land Registry under Title No SY164738 and of waich no parson

is registerad under*sectlon 4 of the said Act as the owner.

I am required by regulation 30{1) of the Commons Comnissioners Regulations 1971
to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erronsous in point of law
mey, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent to hin,
require me io state: a case for the d°c131on of the High Court.

Dated this 3l —— day of jﬂ;“““”}k— 198¢ =3

aaﬂ~. Fellen

Commons Commissioner



