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COMIiONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965

Reference Ho,45/1,/129

In the ifatter of Dam Head Wood, Sharlston,
Jskefield R.D., Yorkshire West Ridinz

- DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as Dam He=ad
Hood, Sharlston, Wakefield Rural District being the land comprised in the Land
Section of Register Unit No,CL.235 in the Register of Common Land maintained by
the West Riding County Council of which no person is registered under section L
of the Commons Registratiom act 1965 as the owner.

Following upon the public notice of this reference Mr. R. I. Cooling and lr. ®. E.
Cooling claimed to be the freehold ownews of the land in gquestion and no otzer
person claimed to have information as to its ownership.

I held a2 hearing for the purpose of irguiring into the guestion of the ownershiv
of the land 2t iakefield on & February 1%74. The hearing was attended by Mr, X. I.
Ceoling and #r, il. Z. Cocling in person.

tr. R. I. Cooling in the course of his evidence, produced: (1) a conveyance dated
25 l.ay 1651 by which land in the parishes of 3harlston and of Zuntwick with Foulby
and lostell comprizing 190,676 acres or thereabouts zs thereirn descrited and
delineated on the plon annexed together with Sharlston H21l, O1d Shariston and
together also with the Loréshir of the lanor of Sharlston were conveyed ty the
executorz of V.i.r. St. C. EBarl of estmorland (ne died on 12 May 1648) to Hr. &. T.
Cooling in fee simple; (2) a photograrh of the srobate dated & rarch 1883 of his
will (he died 18 September 1367) granted to iidland Iani Sxecutor and Irustee
Company Limited the sole executor; and (3) an assent dated 5 June 1383 by which the
said executor assented to the property described in the schedule vesting in r.

3. I. Cooling and hr. ii. E. Cooling in fee simple as joint tenants in trust for
themselves a2s tenants in common in egual shares.

ir. R. I. Cooling said in effecti=- iir. G. T. Cooling named ia the 1351 conveyance
and the 19¢8 probate was his father. de (tir. 2. I. Coolinz} and Mr. . I. Cooling
are brothers, sons of lir, G. ¥. Cooling. The lard {(''the Unit Land") comwnrised in
this Register Unit is that descriped in the schedule to the 1531 conveyance as:
NSamhend Wood (Common)" and as having an area of 2,445 acres; it is still weodland,

being just below the retaining wall of the dam (a large area of water: in the schedu
said to be 2.uk2 acras) a little higher up. The itwo pleces of land on the plan
annexed to the 1651 conveyance and on the Register map called 'ihariston Comzmor
(between 50 and 70 acres) have been registered under the act of 1665 as-Comzon Land
pursuant to an application by the Rural District Council and they {ilessrs. 3. I.
and i. E. Cooling) have been registered as owners (these bwo pieces being included
in the 1851 cenverance). They in centinuation of *the business carri®d on by their
father 'T. G. T. Cooling hod farmed the remainder of the land (now ¢zlled "Hall
Far=") comprised in the 1951 conveyance in partnerstip.
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From ny examination of the 1351 conveyance and the 1268 asseni, and on the evidence

of Mr. ®. I. Coolirg, I conclude that the title of himself and !r, M, . Coolingz to

the Unit Land is regular. Accordingly I am satisfied that they are the owners of

the land, and I shall accordingly direct the West Riding County Council, as registrat
authority, to register Mr. Ronald Irwin Cooling and Mr. Maurice Zdward Cooling both

of Hall Farm, Shariston, near Jaxkefield as the owners of the land under section 8{2)
of the act of 1965, . . )

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971 ta
explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erroneocus in voint of law
may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent to him,
require me to state a case for the decision of the Eigh Court.

Dated this /.’)'/t’-‘ day of F 1974,

a_.a.ﬂaﬂw
L

Commons Commissicner



