COMMONS REGISTRATICH ACT 1945
’ - ; Refarance do 37/U/4

In the Matter of Part of a piece of land off
Snadwell Lane Leeds known as Dan Juarry
Leeds City Council

mCISIOH

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land xnown as
part of a ciece of land off Shadwell Lane Leeds known as Dan fuarry leing
the part of the land coaprised in the Land 3ection of Register Unit lo CL 3
in the Register of Common Land maintained by the former Leeds (County Borough
Council of which no person is registered under section % of the Commons
Registration Act 1965 as the owner. |

Following uvon the public notice of this reference Leads City Council
claimed to be the freehold owner of the land in guestion and no other person
clained to have information as to its ownership. ,

I neld a hearing for the purzose of inquiring into the question of the
ownership of the land at 3radford on 24 ifarch 1978. Mr Cowling appeared
for Leeds City Council and Mrs P T ‘Wild a local resident also ajpeared.

The Ownership 3ection of the Register shows a claim to ownership oy
Mr P A 4 Hartley to a part of this Unit as being provisional. There

has however been no objection to !!r Hartleys registration which must therefore

ve final and should be so recorded in the Register and I treat this reference
as relating to that part of the quarry not now owmed dy Mr Hartley.

The quarry was dy the Shadwell Enclosure award of 1207 allotted and awarded
as a proper case for getting stones, gravel and sand for the building and
repairing of houses and buildings and for the repairs of the several roads
within the said maznor and Township of Shadwell, at all times thereafter

to be used for these purnoses.

The quarry has long since ceased to be used for the said purposes and the
Leeds Corvoration assumed that it succeeded to the ownership thereef and in
1951 approvriated it to its Parks Departzent which since that time has nad
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it under its control and supervision. The extent of that control and supervision

is not clear since Leeds City Council now takes the view that Mr Hartley
has acquired a "sguatters title" by virtue of having extended his zarden
fence into the guarry more than 12 years ago. -

The remote history of this quarry is obscure and Leeds title to the land

is open to doubt and the alternatives open to me are to nlace the land

urder protection under Sectionfor er to accept the City of Leeds clain to
‘ownership. The fact is that the ity of Leeds is the only authority cavacle
protecting the land and the convenient course is to accejt its claim %o
ownership subject to the trusts for the inhabitants of Shadwell.

Mrs 4ild resents Mr Hartleys encroachment on to the quarry. Mr Hartley's

registration as the owner of the land he has fenced is not conclusive evidence

of his ownership and it is open to Leeds or the inhabitants of Shadwell

to challenge that ownership in the Courts, and the land he clains is common
land. In the absence of any objection to Mz Hartleys clain to ownershin

it would be wrong for me to express any view as to the merits o that claim,
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I sh21l accordingly direct the Yest Yorkshire County Council, as registration
authority, to register Leeds City Council as the owner of the land under 3ection
8 (2) of the ict of 1965.

I am required by regulation 30 (1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulztions 1971
to explain that a verson aggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in voint of
law may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent to
him, require me to state a case for the decision of the Hign Court,

Dated tuis 2™ day of (T zvzh 1978

S ALAL

Commons Commissioner,



