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Reference No. 40/U/4
In the Matter of the 0ld Pinfold or
village green, Ha.rtley, Eden District,
Cumbriz

DECISTION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as the

01d Pinfold, otherwise the Hartley village green, Hartley, Eden Digtrict being the .
land comprised in the land Section of Register Unit No; VG1l in the Register of
Town or Village Creens maintained by the Cumbria (formerly Heatmorland) County
Council of which no person is registered under section 4 of the Commons
Registration Ac‘t 1965 as the ‘owner, -

Follow:.ng upon the public notice of thzs mference nn person claimed to be the
freehold owner of the la.nd m quast:.on and. no pemorn clamed to hava mfomatmn
as to its ownexshm. . : - .

T held a nearing for the purpose of mqu:.nng 1nto the questlon of the ownersh:.p

of the land at Penrith on.24 April 1979, At the hearing Miss Mary Surrow who is _
tha clerk of the Hartley Parish meeting attended in person. ‘After some discussion, -
at her request I adjourned the proceedings.

I held the adjonrmed neaxring at Penrith on 3 July 1‘390 Miss Burrow a%
bafore, &3 2lso did v G B Harker, a solicitor with Hewiison & Harker,
of Xirgy Siephen, who is tha chairman of Hartley Parisn ifeeting.
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1iss Por—ow wWho was born in Hartley (she ig now 73) and who has lived there all
her life (except while away as a school nistress) in the course of her avidence
produced an old manu.scrlpt book apparently the Court Rolls of the Manor of
Hortley and urkoy Stepnen from 1330 to 1925; and the Parish Meeting minuted
books from 1932,to 1955 and from 1956 to 1977. G5he said (in ezfect) -~ The land
1s a. trza.ngula:_ grasy area with the Pinfold in the middle; dry stone walling
1t 8 ":Iﬂle Village has always maintained the Pinfold and the land;

orlgz.nal ,{‘tha* qhg-lman of the Parish ieeting (M William Harker) allowed a viliager
to keep "h _&Ith’e land provided he kept tha Pinfold in repair. The mofor traiiic
ubmug:f%heﬁh*lla (le;jer) mede it impossible to graze the land, =so ihe present
tenant of West” Vz. W Pows the grass and keeps it tidy on behalf of thas Pa.r*sa
eating of which he ig cheirmen, and keens off tresvassers. In March 1943 the
Parisn Jesting ot their ewdenss gof two villagers 1o renair She walls and 3a nalicz
and mount a new gata2. The Court Rolls make no mention of the land or of any
Pinfold on it. At a 1932 meeting concern was expressed about the Pinfold. 2%
1941 and 1942 meetings complaint was mads about a local Wmildsr having lefs
buildi:'s; material on the land, and the meeting reuuired him to move it; Cd

33 Tnureaw cemembdered hat ae complisd with ihis reouasi, i3 a result oz‘ T ivS

ot

\ /ueetm?lland was cleared in preparation for the local celedration of %h

‘Corsnation of Il The Queen. AL a 1968 meeting a letter was read from tha Town
and Country Planningz Department of the County Council recording that the Pinlold
onthe Village Creen is included in the buildings of special architectural =nd
historic interest, No person other than the Parish lIeet:mc- or persons authorised



by +hem had ever a:ttempted to exercise ownership over the land or the Pinfold on
ity although there was a plan to build a bridge across the Geck Jxd following
obaectlon YWy the Parish Meeting this plan was rejected.

Cn the evidence summarised above, I am satisfied that the Parish Meeting are the
reputed owners of the land and the Pinfold on it and are in possession in
circumstances which make it practically certain that their possession will not be
disturbed; such reputation and possession is equivalent to ownership. Thea
Parish Trustees being a body corporate established under section 13 of the

- Local Government Act.1972, in succession to gther bodies corporate established
‘under earliesr acts, are the proper bodY¢® wie hold land on. behalf of a parish

neeting, I am therefore satisried that the Parish Trustees are the ownesrs of

the land, and I shall accordingly direct the Cumbria County Council as registretion
authority to register the Parish Trustees of Hartley as. the oWners of the land
under section 8%3) of the Act of 1965. . .

I am required by regula:hon 30(1) of the Commons: Comm:.ss:r.onars Regulatmns 1971
to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision.as being erroneocus - - -

in point o law-may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice. of ‘thé ciéc:.s:.on
is sent to nim, require-me: to state a case for the dec:.s:.on of the HJ.@ Court‘
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