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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 Reference Ho. 35/U/25
ele e 104 <

In the Hatter of 3ridge Green, Eargrave, St. EZdmundsoury D.,
Suffolk.

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as Bridge
Green, Hargrave, St, Edmundsbury District (formerly Thingoe Rural Cistrict)

being the land comprised in the Land Section of Register Unit No. VG.2 iz the
Register of Town or Village Greens maintained by the Suffolk County Council of
which no nerson is registered under section 4 of the Commons Registration Act 1965
as the owner.

Following upon the public notice of this reference Mr. F,G. Gittus clained to te

the owner of the land in zuestion. 1o other person claimed to 2e the {reenold owner
of the land or to have information as to its ownershirp.

he juestion or the ownerzhip

-—

1eld a nhearing for the nurposce of inguirin: £
3 - i .
At the hearizz (1) 'r., T.G.

5 i
the land =t 3ury St. Idmunds on 25 Sune 1974

(ST o |

,

1

. e
Fittus, (&) Mr. M.D. Tulcher, (F) Mr. J.0.H. Hmighs, and (L&) v, J.R, lann vwere
renresented ¢y !Mr. B, Cozen =zolicitor of Zross % Co., Solicitors of Zury St.
Zdmunds, and (5) ‘largrave Parish Touncil were regresented by !'r. 3, Heithe3ushell,
their clerl,

genvevances dated

Mir, Gittus zave 2vidence in the course of which he wroduced Ifive cc

31 December 1956, 30 December 1640, 28 ipril 1945, *2 lovember 1970 and I December

1072, snd Two acreements dated 17 lentember 1853 and % December 1268, 37 the Iive

convevances the sitle ¢ the land ("Bridge Sreen”) comprised in this Register Unit’
was regularly deduced Irom .07, llarchicness oI Zrizisl fo (1655) Lady . Zrskine,
rom ner and ithrough various other nerssns in succession as owners 2I 1ands

containing 2,300 acres 2and upwards and mown 25 the Zrskine zsfates *o (1270)
Hr. Gittus as owner of llargrave Hall Farm (including Hargrave Hall) containing
211.650 acres, and from nim o {1972) Hr. Fulcher, Mr. Xnight a2nd Mr. llann as
trustees of a setilement of Hargrave Hall and lands containing 7.223 acres made
hy Mr. Gittus., The two agreements (counterpart tenancies) were lettings of Hargrave
¥all, including Hargrave all and Bridge Creen, Ilir. Gittus said zis Zenant lir.
Bulwer-Long under the 1959 agreement grazed Bridge Green.
Mr. Y.G. Marrvat, chartered surveyor and land agent, who is and has 2een zince
1951 agent of the Bristol Estates in Suffolk and in addition up to 1357 agent of
er
e
7
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the Erskine Zstates, in the course »f his evidence produced two agreemenis dated
1 October 1941 and 24 llovember 1354, a copy statutory declaraticn made GY¥
himself on 26 January 1955 and a cony of an indenture dated 2% July 1717. The
two agreements (counterpart tenancies) are lettings of Hargrave Hall Tarm,
including Harsrave Hall and Bridge Jreen. In the declaration :r. Hsrryat from
information in 1955 available in ihe Istates Office stated that the :.ands therein
described (being those later comprised in the 1956 conveyance, and including
Bridge Green) were included in a vesting deed dated 22 March 1926 by which such
lands were declared to be vested in W.F, 4th Marquess of Bristol. The copy of
the 1717 indenture was in the handwriting of the 4th Marquess; by it among other
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hereditaments there was conveyed to John Earl of Bristol the Manor or Lordship
of Harprave with the waste lands appurtenant thereto. Mr., Marryat said that in
1652, before the 1954 agreement was =nade, he walked over the lands with Hr. H.J.
Morley (the tenant) and agreed with nim that Bridge Green was part of Hall Farm,
of which he (Mr. Morley) had been tenant under the 1941 agreement.

Mr. A.G.G. Roper employed by Rutters, chartered surveyors and land agents, who
now act for Erskine Zstates, mave evidence to the effect that the ledgers and
cash books kept by them on benaif of Erskine Zstates showed the receipt of rent
from ¥r. H.J. Morley, Mr. B,D. Morley and }r, D.,H. Bulwer~Long, as successive
tenants of Hall Farm. '

Hr., Keith=Bushell said that the Tarish Council did not wish to contest the claim
by Mr. Fittus (or his successors) to be owners,

On the evidence outlined above I am =satisfied that lMr. Fulcher,
“r, Mann are the owners of 3ridge Green. I shall accordingly direct the Suf’olk'
County Council, as registration authority, to register Mr, llichael David Fulcher
of 37 Guildhall, dur Jt ;uﬂhnuo, Juffolk, Mr. Jonn William Henry xnlgnt of

Mr, ¥night and

20 ibbeygate Ltr Sury Zt. Zdmunds, Suffolik and ifr. John Raymond amn of
g S . X - 5
“eadowcroft, Little ¢ax.;m, Surfolic as fhe owners of the land under section 3 (2)
af the Act ol 1605,

I am recuired by th

e reculation 70 [7) of the Commons Commissizrners leg
7071 to exniain thot ol

r u
a nerson angrieved by this decision as teing erroneous
in soint af law may, “iihin £ weeks Trem the date on which notice of Zecision
is cent to nim, reguire 2e to state 1 case for the decision of fhe Hiz Tourt,
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