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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965

Reference Nos,34/U/21
/u/22
34/0/23
34/U/25

“

In the Matters of (1) the Greem, (2)

land surrounding the War Memorial,

(3) land at the junction of-roads from

Yoxford and Reckford Bridge, and (4)

land near Reckford Bridge at the junction

of the road from the Bridge with the

track to the Common, all in Westleton,
Suffolk Coastal D., Suffolk

DECISICN

These refsrences relate to the question of the ownership of (1) land known as The
Green, (2) land surrounding the ‘iar Memorizl in front of the School, (3) land at
the junction of the roads from Yoxford and Reckford Bridse, and (4) land near

Reckford 3ridge at the junction of the road from the Bridge with the traclt to the

-Common, all in Westleton, Surfolik Coastal District (formerl Bl't“xmw Rural District)

being tke lands comprised in the Land lection of Register anluS\_J ol vG.15, (2)
Mo.¥G.16, (3) Ho.YG.17 and (4) HWo,”:.1% in the Register of Town or Village Greens
ﬁaln»alPPd by the éhffolk uountv Council of which no person is registered under sectior
4L of the Commons Registration sct 1965 as the owner.

following upon the public notice of these references no person claimed to be the
reencld owner of the lands in question and no person claimed to have -information
as 1o their ownership.

I neid a nearing for the purrose of inguiring into the question <f the ownership

of the lands at Iopswich on 15 Hay 1974, At the hearing Vestleton Parigh Council

were revresented by Miss G. Houghton, one of their members. After the hearing, I
inspected the lands.

Tre Green (¥3.15) comprises 4 pieces, containing (according to the Register ma:)
about 3 acres. The largest niece {about 2% acres) is grass land sloping gently upward:
from the centre of the Village, having a pleasant appenrance and providing a valuable
amenity for those who reside near by, for other residents in the Village and for
visitors:; on it there is a2 lime tree planted to commemorate the Jubilee of H.M. King
George 5 and a chestnut tree nlanted to commemorzte the coronation of Her Majesty
wueen Blizabeth 2; at the extrere northeast end there is a Village Sign (orected in
1963) incorporating part of estleton Post Mill. The next largest piece comprises
the Village Poné, some surrounding srass land and some land with lime trees and other
trees cn it and including a track which runs by the Hethodist Church and joins two

of the Village motor roads. The two remaining pieces are comparatively very small,
one beirratriangular piece of grass land and the other a small area at one corner

of the cross roads in the centre of the Village.

The War Memorial land (VG.16) surrounds the War iHemorial {enclosed by a low nost and
chain fence). On the north there is a building (dated 1842) which was formerly a
school but is now used as a village hall; the building overlooks the land and there
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is on it a Jubilee Clock erected in 1887,

The road junction land (VG.1l7) comprises two pieces of grass land at a road junction
near a building which was the Smithy {(now used as ashed in conjunction with the ‘
garage on the opposite side of the road), and at the south west entrance to the
Village.

The land (VG.lEﬂnear Reckford Bridge is a triangular piece (about a mile from the
Village) situate where a bridle track from the Common joins the motor road which
continues across Reckford Bridge. It comprises a small coppice, and some grass land
on which there are some recently planted trees.

Miss Houghton said that the Parish Council could not offer any evidence of ownership;
however she described the lands and provided me with the local rnowledge necessary to
under=tzand the below mentioned documents.

Mr, J. W. Gibbs, Record Officer in the Suffolk County Records Office produced the
Tithe map and the Tithe Award of the Parish of “estleton; the map shows the Pond
on ¥G.15 much as it now is, and the other lands (VG.1l6, VG.17 and YG.1$) znd the rest
of V3.15 in the same way as the roads without any distinction; in the Schedule to
to the lward the Fond is szaid to centain QOa. lr. 3%p. and the roads (including I
supnose, the rest of the iands now in suestion) to contain 55a. Ir. 2p. Hr. Gibhs
also produced the scheme dated =8 June 1915 (approved by the Board of igriculture
on 29 Sentenber 1715) and the Zyelaws dated 3 January 181¢ nade bty the Blrything
Jurnl Zistrict Council under thes Cemmonz ict 1899, In this scheme and in these _
brelaws the exnression "the Commen™ is defined as: "the several pieces of land with
t»a sondz, naths and roads thereon commenly 'mown a1z Jestleton Common an
firsen and alsa the ceveral pieces »f land with the ponds paths and roads thereon
situnte (1) in fr-ont of the School and onnosite tae lrown Inn by tha esst entrance
to the Chureh yaré; (2) otposiie the 3mithy in the junction of the roads for Toxford
and Tackford Iridrme; (3) to the zouth of the Imithy and a2t the junction of the rords
bt "
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In the avsence of any avidence %2 ownershiz, I am not satisfied that any nerson is

the owner of any of these lands and I shall accordingly (when I have been informed
whether the powers of mancsement under Part 1 of the CTommons Act 18¢a (i} have or

(i) nave not been delegated to the Parish Council) in pursuance of .subsection (=)

a7 section 8 of tha ict of 1965 as amended by section 1326(2) of the Local Gévernment
Act 1672 direct the Suffoll Tounty Council as registration authority to register eithe
(i) ‘jestieton Parish Council or (ii) Suffolk Coastal Listrict Council (as may be
appropriate under the =aid subsection) as the owner of all these lands.

I am recuired by regulstion 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971 to
explain that a person aggrisved by this decision as being erroneous in voint of law
may, within 6 weeks from the date on w¥hich notice of the decision is sent to hinm,
require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

Dated this  2&/c aay ot /7 2 1974,

Cammons Commissioner



