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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 | Reference No. 238/D/47

In the Matter of Selihem Common,Graffham

DECISION

This dispute relates to the registration at Entry No 1 in the Land Section of

Register Unit Wo.CL.189 in the Register of Common Land maintained by the West _
Sussex County Council and is occasioned by Objection Mo, 30 made by The Cowdray Trust .
Ltd and The Dickinson Trust Ltd and noted in the Register on 28 Janwary 1969.

I held a hearing for the purpase of inquiring inte the dispute at Chichester on
30 Jamuarry 1979, ' '

Mr Stafford appeared for the objectors who are also the owners of the land inm.
question and Mr Godman-Terrington and Mr Bruce-Todd appeared for the Graffham ) Parish
Council. o ' - -

ifr Bruca-Todd told me that a tit%e map disclosed that im 1847 the land was common Iand-
and not subject to tit}es. '

Mr Stafford confirmed that such was the case he produced a tenancy agreement made in -

1836 whereby the adjoining farm was let to Eli and Alfred Smith together with

grazing rights over the common, then in the ownership of Lord Egremont. However, in

1870 this common was includad in the lease to Eli and 4lfred Smith who thersafier

used the land not.as commonara but as tenants. Ey 1944 the land formerly in the

occupation of the Smith fz=ily had come into the ownership of the Cowdray IEstate

who by leases dated 1944 =zx3d 1958 let it to Richard Comber and in 1969 let it to

Roger Comber. Two portions of the former common are now in the occupation of the

Cowdray Estate and hawa been planted wiih trees for forestry cultivation. The
remainder of the laud.is now cultivated ard oceupled by Rogex Ccmber, -

The land is now occupizd arnd cultivated and fenced save where it adjoins other

land in tha occupation of Roger Comber, and it ie therefore not "waste" defined in.
A G T Haz{r 27LU ch 837 as land which is oper unoccupied and mmcultivated amd:

" therefore even if as M» Stafford conceded was the case the lordship is owned by the

objectors or one of them the land is not waste of a manor and therefore not common

land as defined in Section 22 of the Act of 1965.

For these reasons: I. refuse io- confirm the registration..

I am required by-regulation 30 (1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971

to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in voint of law
may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent to him, require
ne to state a case for the decision of the High Court.. '

- Dated this - '/-1" day of v 1979 - //f’%ﬂ

Commons Commissioner




